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STEP ONE: 
Clean Up Your 
Social Media Profiles: 
All of Them.  
Like it or not, employers are looking at your social media 

accounts throughout the job search process. If you’re a 

budding entrepreneur, potential clients are doing the same 

exact thing. 

So, ask yourself this one very important question:  

Am I proud of everything I have ever posted online?

If the answer is no, you’ve got some cleaning to do! If you have 

any/all of these social profiles, go through them, one-by-one. 

If you don’t use them much anymore, delete them! If you do, 

clean them up. If you can’t live without your Flickr photos  

from your senior year of college, consider downloading them 

to a hard drive and erasing from the internet. 

SOCIAL PROFILE CLEAN UP DELETE

Twitter

Facebook

YouTube

TikTok

Reddit

Vimeo

Tumblr

Flickr

Instagram

Snapchat

Pinterest 



careercontessa.com 3

It’s time to show the world wide web—your 

future employers + potential clients —the new,  

highly-employable you. Here’s how. 

	 —  UPDATE YOUR LINKEDIN AND 

  SHARE ALL OF YOUR  

  PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS.  

 —  BUY THE DOMAIN ASSOCIATED  

  WITH YOUR NAME, YOUR  

  SIDE HUSTLE, OR YOUR    

  ENTREPRENEURIAL PROJECT. 

	 —  BUILD A PROFESSIONAL  

  WEBSITE FROM SCRATCH  

  USING SQUARESPACE. 

	 —  GET TO BLOGGING (SERIOUSLY,  

  NO MATTER WHAT INDUSTRY  

  YOU’RE IN, GET TO MAKING  

  SOME CONTENT!) 

STEP TWO:  
Communicate  
Your  
Professional  
Persona
After cleaning your Facebook and Twitter feed,  

you might be asking yourself: Why am I so 

compelled to share so much online? Take this 

energy and consider also sharing your  

professional pursuits!

It’s great to clean up your online platforms and 

prioritize sharing your professional pursuits on 

your own platform but this doesn’t mean that 

you’re not still… you. When looking for new 

opportunities, focus on what makes you unique. 

When you’re sharing—especially on channels  

that your future managers or coworkers might  

be frequenting—proceed with that in mind. 

The goal is not to hide any parts of yourself.  

It’s simply to communicate your professionalism, 

skills, and your sparkling personality. 

PRO TIP:   
Simply changing the name affiliated with these accounts  

or changing privacy settings doesn’t necessarily safeguard you.  

Remember that many social profiles are affiliated with  

your personal email address, your phone number, or both. 

https://www.careercontessa.com/advice/build-website-squarespace/
https://www.careercontessa.com/advice/build-website-squarespace/
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STEP THREE:  
Optimize for Search 
You’re squeaky clean after having scrubbed your social 

media account of all Mardi Gras, Oktoberfest, and  

Halloween photos from college. Make sure your future 

clients, managers, and professional connections are  

finding the professional version of you. 

		— OPTIMIZE YOUR LINKEDIN. Make sure you are 

 connecting with other professionals in your niche,   

 potential clients, and potential (future) employers.

 + Create a stunning summary 

 + Get endorsements from your former clients  

  or managers

 + Qualify all of your experience with real examples  

  of strategic success

 + Be active on LinkedIn! Share stories and articles   

  about your favorite brands and thought leaders.   

  Consider writing your own article (perhaps one 

  that links to your professional portfolio) 

		—  KEEP BLOGGING! Make your personal portfolio site   

 searchable + helpful. If you’re a graphic designer,  

 make sure to include helpful content about how to   

 format a great cover letter, how to create a  

 stunning business presentation, or how you  

 developed your skillset using Adobe Illustrator. 

		—  KEEP OPTIMIZING FOR SEARCH. The landscape of  

 SEO is always changing. You will be ahead of the  

 game if you keep up-to-date.

Looking for more  

ways to optimize your 

sparkling portfolio  

for search? Squarespace  

has an entire suite of 

tools to make sure  

your site is appearing in 

search results before  

your 7th-grade dance 

recital coverage in your 

local newspaper. 

SIGN UP TO CREATE  

YOUR SQUARESPACE  

WEBSITE TODAY AND  
RECEIVE 10% OFF  

USING THE CODE  

CONTESSA. 

https://www.careercontessa.com/advice/grow-ecommerce-shop/
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